
AYLSHAM & DISTRICT WILDLIFE SOCIETY 
Our first meeting of 2017 included the AGM 
followed by a talk by Stuart Banks, the 
new countryside manager of the Blickling 
Estate. 

As well as the usual business of the AGM 
it was Interesting to note that the managers 
of the two new housing estates in Aylsham 
have been approached and encouraged 
to incorporate bird boxes in some of the 
new houses. Good progress had been 
made in the Bure Meadows estate which 
would hopefully redress some of the loss of 
habitat that these estates had cause to the 
countryside. 

Stuart acknowledged that he had only 

been in post since last April so decided to 
talk about where he worked previously for 
the National Trust, his first job being in 2005 
as an apprentice in Hatfield Forest, Essex, 

Hatfield Forest is the best example of 
a medieval forest in Great Britain where 
activity in the area has been found to go 
back to The Iron Age and some trees there 
are more than 1,000 years old. 

He also moved onto other properties in 
the county - Bourne Mill, Grange Barn, 
Copt Hall Marshes to name a few. 

Those of us in the audience not familiar 
with Essex were surprise at the number 
and variety of places to visit there. It's easy 

to regard it as a highly-populated area 
with major cities and forget that it has the 
longest coastline of any English county, 
namely 350 miles. 

Stuart did touch on some of the 
improvements that were going on at 
Blickling. 

A new pathway is due to be completed 
with maps by the end of April. He would 
like better access to the Mausoleum with 
the possibility of an external clean up. 

Next meeting is Monday, February 27, 
7.30pm, at the Friendship Hall, with The 
Wonder of Butterflies by Patrick Barkham. 
Visitors are always welcome, E2. 
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