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Gerald Gray, who spoke at the May 
meeting, is passionate about insects, any 
insects. 

Being at the bottom of the food chain, 
he says, they are the most important thing 
when it comes to good wildlife conservation 
and management. 

Gerald is head keeper on the Hilborough 
Estate near Swaffham, which adjoins 
Thetford Forest. He works closely with the 
RSPB and the British Trust for Ornithology 

The estate is intensively farmed but, 
thanks to the careful use of set-aside, 
wide naturally seeded field margins and 
correctly managed hedges, there is plenty 

of food and cover for many of our declining 
birds. Grey partridge, skylarks, barn owls, 
tree sparrows and, best of all, stone curlew 
are all thriving. Hilborough is a sporting 
estate, but the vast majority of the birds are 
bred naturally in the wild - no hand reared 
bewildered pheasants wandering around -
and the hare population is thriving too. 

Surprisingly he said that hawks were not 
a particular problem, the corvids (rooks, 
crows and magpies), jays, squirrel and 
fox were the biggest predators and he 
described the methods he uses to control 
them. Deer can also be a problem if their 
numbers are too high as they graze out the 

ground cover. Gulling is a necessary evil 
and a constant battle. His talk was inspiring 
and we hope to arrange a visit to the estate 
later. 

Our next meeting on June 29 is the 
Members Evening when our members 
have a chance to show off their own wildlife 
photos, paintings, short films or anything 
else of interest they wish to share. 

If any member wishes to bring anything 
along on the night please contact a 
committee member if it involves using the 
screen. 

It will be, as usual, at the Friendship Hall, 
Cawston Road. 
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